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The contest's successes were announced to students 
during a daily school meeting via Zoom. The category 
winners were excited to earn their prizes, but 
perhaps even better was learning the incredible 
totals yielded by the project: 25 people spent 95 total 
hours cleaning up 64 dispersed campsites and 
decommissioning 22 illegal fire rings. This resulted in a 
whopping 262 total pounds of garbage collected! 
One family even collected a mattress. Kids were 
filled with surprise and pride as they realized the 
magnitude of their collective work.

Stewardship is an important aspect to the student’s 
education at Black Butte School, but other community 
service projects had to be cancelled due to the 
coronavirus measures. The Clean Up Contest was the 
perfect way for the school community to make a 
positive impact on their environment while 
maintaining social distancing.  Students created signs 
promoting the contest and “Leave No Trace” ethics 
which were set out in Camp Sherman before the 
holiday weekend. Many worked alongside their 
parents picking up trash during the contest; the grand 
prize winner logging over twelve hours of work.

We hope to make this an annual event that attracts 
participants from the broader Sisters area in years to 
come. In the meantime, there is always trash to be 
found in the forest, on trails and roadsides! Many of us 
learned that we should keep trash bags and gloves in 
our cars & packs so we can be ready at all times. No 
need to wait until the next contest! 

For more information, and to watch a video, "How to 
Rehabilitate a Campsite," created in partnership with 
Pete Blau of the Metolius Basin Institute, visit: 
www.blackbutte.k12.or.us/stewardship 

Metolius Basin Clean Up Contest Success
by BBS Parent, Molly Schultz
As reported in the Nugget last week, there is concern 
about the increase in dispersed camping throughout 
the National Forest. Camp Sherman residents have 
seen firsthand the negative effects in the Metolius 
Basin: trash, human waste, and fire hazards to name a 
few.  However, the community found a way to be 
part of a positive solution!

After many conversations among locals, Camp 
Sherman resident and teacher Jennie Sharp 
spearheaded the idea of a community-wide project 
to clean up these dispersed campsites. She heard the 
concerns voiced by families and neighbors alike, as 
well as witnessed herself multiple sites with trash 
along the river. Sharp saw the opportunity to turn 
something negative into a positive and worked with 
the PTO to create the contest.

With campgrounds closed and sunny skies predicted 
for Memorial Day Weekend, the contest took place 
right afterward, from May 26th-31st. Participation was 
open to anyone interested. Gloves and trash bags 
were provided at the school, as well as a weigh 
station and entry forms to log details of the work 
completed. 

Individuals and families set off with a mission to clean 
up their beloved forests, competing in the following 
four categories: 1.) Most pounds of trash collected, 2.) 
Greatest number of hours logged, 3.) Greatest 
number of campsites cleaned up, and 4.) Greatest 
number of illegal campfire rings decommissioned. 

Those who scored highest in a category won a $25 
gift card to a local business, including Paulina Springs 
Books, Spoons, Hike-n-Peaks, and The Paper Place. 
Others who participated earned gift certificates to 
the Camp Sherman Store, which donated $55 of 
prizes. A $100 Cash Grand Prize was awarded to the 
contestant with the highest totals across all 
categories. Special recognition went to the weirdest 
item (a '90s flip phone) and most useful item 
collected (fly fishing reel). 


