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Some of our favorite pictures from last school year!

New Staff Members at BBS

We have hired two new staff members to make sure our
full schoolhouse of students get lots of attention and the
best education possible. Shawn Steele, is our new math
teacher. While she was fulfilling her dream of living in Wyoming and working in a library, she fell quite suddenly into
educating teens in outdoor wilderness settings. From
there she completed a Masters in Education from the UniOur staff and board for 2016/2017:
versity of Arizona in 2003, and began her career as a
math teacher. She most recently taught in Portland and Left to Right: Jennie Sharp, Judy Craig, Delaney Sharp, Lorie Hancock, Shane
Lundgren, Bear Brown, Scott McNitt, Shawn Steele, Tiffany Briggs, Mark Dean.
moved recently to Sisters. Shawn and her family are enNot Pictured: Ethan Barrons, Jennifer Severeide, and Daniel Petke.
joying their new friends and neighbors in Sisters and look
A Note from the Head Teacher, Delaney Sharp...
forward to developing strong community ties.
Tiffany Briggs has also joined our team as our Educational
Assistant. She will be working each morning with the lower grades students in both their math and language arts
classes. Tiffany recently graduated from Oregon State
University with a Bachelors in Human Development and
Family Science with a focus in Child Development. Working with children has always been one of her passions and
her experience working in a Kindergarten classroom in
Bend was a life changing experience. She is so excited to
be able to experience the joys of working with children at
the Black Butte School.

After a long summer away, BBS staff, students, and families are excited to regather for another exciting school
year. We have some big changes in store this year, as
well as, some important traditions to maintain. One of
the biggest changes is all the new students. Our enrollment has rebounded and we will start the year with 27
students spread across all grades, K-8. Other changes for
this year include new academic themes. This year we
will be focusing on Earth sciences in our field study class
and ancient civilizations in social studies.

We plan to continue to take advantage of our local surWe are excited to have Shawn and Tiffany’s expertise roundings through our place-based curriculum. This fall
we have trips planned to Lavalands and Smith Rock
and warm personalities at our school.
State Park, as well as our annual hike up Black Butte and
many adventures right here along the Metolius. We are
even having a campout with families and friends on the
river this Month.

Shawn Steele, Math Teacher

Tiffany Briggs, Educational Assistant

All this should add up to an action packed school year at
BBS with lots of learning, laughs, and growth for all. We
will make sure to keep you all up to date through this
monthly newsletter.

The Black Butte School is a K-8, two room schoolhouse nestled in the small community of Camp Sherman ,OR.
To learn more about our programs contact Delaney Sharp at 541-595-6203.
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