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Art Program with Annie Painter Begins! 

BBS students are lucky to have Annie Painter to help 
them develop art skills and enhance their creativity 2-3 
days per month throughout the year. This month, during 
the first class students explored color and design by mix-
ing colors and painting ’unreal’ designs freely. One stu-
dent described his experience, “when I had different 

emotions I changed the col-
or.” This method allows stu-
dents to learn basic art skills 
without worrying about get-
ting it ‘right.’ 

Annie plans to first teach stu-
dents basic art and design 
skills, such as colors, moods, 
and design principles. Once 
students have a solid grasp of 
these, they will begin to ap-
ply art to their field studies 
themes. For example, stu-
dents will learn how to create 
scientific botanical drawings 
through nature observation. 

Bats and Caves  By Cody H. (Grade 6) 

The second week of the school year, Black Butte School 
eagerly went to Skylight Cave ready to learn and ex-
plore. Once we got there we met a forest service biolo-
gist named Julie. Julie was there to help us be safe, 
learn, and have fun. We learned about bats and how to 
protect them.  

After Julie’s lesson we got our gear on (helmets and 
headlamps) so we would be safe in the cave. We went 
one by one down the ladder.  Once we were down, 
we saw a light and thought it was a flashlight, but it was 
a skylight made by hole in the ground above! We stu-
dents went and got to the end of one side of the cave, 
and on our way we saw a bat, called a Townsends Big-
eared Bat. It was asleep hanging on the ceiling. We 
learned that there are fifteen different species of bats 
in Oregon.  

Later we went to the other side, but we didn't want to 
go farther for safety reasons. So we went back out for 
lunch. One student, Ilya G. said, “my favorite part of this 
was when we got to turn off our headlamps, be quiet, 
and listen to the nature of the cave.”  

BBS Camps Out  By Shelby G. (Grade 7) 

On September 24, Black Butte School was ready and excited 
for an overnight campout on the Metolius River. We hiked to-
wards our campsite from the school about 1.5 miles. Our bus 
driver, Scott, went ahead with his truck to drop off the camp-
ing stuff. On the way there, students and staff took many pit 
stops for food, writing, and games. We worked together to set 
up our tents and campsite. Once we were done, we played 
ridiculous games and had a blast. We even got to eat a dinner 
similar to one that CCC workers might have eaten while they 
worked building our campsite--chili and cornbread. When it 
got dark we ate s’mores, told funny stories, and saw bats!! A 
forest service scientist named Julie helped us find the bats 
and hear their calls with bat monitors that play back the 
sounds the bats make. 

The next morning was cold and fresh. Cody was the first to wake at 6:30 am with me (Shelby) waking after. Cody 
and I helped start a fire, the staff made breakfast, and the rest of the kids woke up cold but happy. We ate oat-
meal and started back to school. Along the way we played a game called bat-moth that helped us to learn about 
how bats use echolocation to find their food. By the time we got back to school we were tired and ready to go 
home, but happy about the memories we made together camping on the Metolius.  

Students and teachers on the Metolius Campout 
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